
Editor:

I have ridden the new bike lane in Orinda, on San Pablo Dam Road, going
north under Hwy 24. I believe it is a death trap. Cyclist are encouraged to
ride between two lanes that turn right onto the Hwy 24 on ramp, feeding
them into a meat grinder formed between the two right turning cars, with-
out even a curb to escape to. I will be surprised if a month will go by with-
out a serious injury. I have been cycling for over 20 years and this is the
most dangerous bike lane I've ever seen or heard of. A bike ride by any of
your readers in this lane will make the danger plainly clear. Be careful. 
Experienced cyclist will continue to take the middle of the middle lane,
where I've never had much trouble from vehicles, because it is self evident
to drivers that this is the proper place to ride. It will be the inexperienced
or young rider that will be in the most danger by trusting the illusion of
safety on the painted bike lane. I would hope some responsible person has
the bike lane ground off before the inevitable fatality occurs. 

William Cooper
Moraga

Editor:

I have been involved with the New Rheem Theatre since inception and being
the benefactor. So when I heard the theatre was closing I was sad and had a
bittersweet feeling that you feel when you watch a movie ending. So I called
the town manager, Jill Keimach, to find what I can do to help out. She in-
formed me that a couple years ago she told Derek Zemrak we are tearing the
theatre down, and Jill went on to ask if I had any ideas. My response was that
while I wasn’t privy to what happened a couple of years ago, there needs to
be a call to action on what the community should do, such as signing a petition
and having a 3 to 5 year plan in Saving The New Rheem Theatre, and having
an angel investor. As I gave her ideas all I can think of is how unfortunate the
town management feels about Independent Film Theatres. If this is the end,
it's the end, however I will support the theatre and Derek Zemrak.

Jonathan I Winchell
Lafayette

Editor:

To borrow from Virgil’s Trojan Horse caution in the Aeneid: Beware of
Developers Bearing Gifts!
Advocates of the Moraga Town Center Homes project have been touting
the Development Impact Fees the developer of that proposed project
would be required to pay to the Town of Moraga and other local govern-
ment agencies by mischaracterizing those fees as “gifts.”  Nothing could
be farther from the truth.
Rather, the one-time fees are legally required compensation for the addi-
tional burdens – increased demands for services and requirements for in-
frastructure improvements – the proposed project would impose on the
resources of the agencies to which the fees would be paid.
Half of the fees would be paid to EBMUD for water system improvements
-- in a time of severe drought. The estimated $100,625 to be paid to our
local schools would not come close to paying for the additional infrastruc-
ture needed to serve the children likely to live in that proposed project. An
estimated $340,000 for local parks would be required because the minis-
cule “Pocket Park” proposed as part of the project would definitely not
meet the recreational needs of the project’s residents. A $167,000 Trans-
portation Mitigation Fee would do next-to-nothing to address the horrific
commute hours traffic into and out of Moraga.
What about the future property tax revenue the proposed project would
generate? As the former Chair of the Town’s Revenue Enhancement Com-
mittee, I’m acutely aware that the Town receives only a paltry portion of
the local property tax dollar  -- 5 cents out of every $1.00 that is collected
as part of the basic tax rate.  As a result, it is very unlikely that the project
would provide sufficient property tax revenues to pay for the services its
residents would require from our Town each and every year in the future.
What would be the net economic benefit to the Town and other local gov-
ernment agencies if the proposed project were approved?  The honest an-
swer: There wouldn’t be any!  Claims to the contrary are nothing more
than a modern Trojan Horse.

Dick Olsen
Moraga
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Sherrie B. Perlstein

Majestic Orinda Country Club Estate

www.OrindaHome.com 925.766.3030

Redefining the Way Business is Done

Realtor®
925.766.3030

Sherrie@OrindaHome.com
www.OrindaHome.com

License #: 00925213

2 Theatre Square, Suite 117, Orinda, CA 94563 |         Follow me @ Facebook.com/SherriePerlstein

22 Santa Lucia Road, Orinda
Summer is here at this majestic Orinda Country Club gated estate property set on 1.12± acres at the 
end of a cul-de-sac. Six bedrooms, 3 full baths, 2 half baths in a spacious 4162± sq ft. Elegant master 
bedroom suite, eat-in kitchen and large media room. Breathtaking golf course views, sparkling pool, 

lush gardens & landscaping. The very best of our California indoor/outdoor lifestyle.  
O�ered at $1,825,000

Call for a FREE confidential Market Analysis and opinion of value of your home at 925.766.3030
The Real Estate Market remains at an all time high.

Holly Henkel
925.360.2390
Holly@HollyHenkel.com
License #: 01372701

4 bedrooms/2 bathrooms, has fenced yard 
with new redwood deck, RV parking, refinished 
hardwood floors. Convenient to Hwy 4 and Todos 
Santos Plaza. O�ered at $425,000

Call me for more information!

Lovingly cared for 3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms,one 
level with pool. Now fresh paint, gleaming 
hardwood, new solar panels, and more. Walk to 
Orinda schools. Call for price.

7 Totterdell Court, Orinda 3837 Willow Pass Road, Concord

Welcome to Willow Pass Charmer!Coming Soon-Del Rey Delight!
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www.ashleybattersby.com 
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Giving Dreams an Address    

    

        
    

 
        

     
 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
    

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600      (925) 765-8700
Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com

CalBRE#00700106                    CalBRE@01333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

2 La Cresta, Orinda
www.2LaCresta.com

$1,795,000

96 Devin Drive, Moraga
www.96DevinDrive.com

$1,179,000

172 Rodgear Dr,  Walnut Creek
www.172Rudgear.com

$1,495,000

Sold Sold New
 List
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